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There is a well-deserved buzz surrounding
the work of VictorEric Design Group.
The firm is not only creating stunning work
in and around Vancouver but is doing so
while maintaining the visions of its clients.

By Kelli Lawrence

n paper, un architectoral -design Rrm’s job seems pretty

straightforward: get a client, dreaft a design of the project.

anid then turn that project into something tangible that

bath the client and architect will he pleased with. Tn

theory, it should be as easy as that, with zern miscom
munication or discrepancy. But in reality, a lot of things con
transplie hatwraot paints A B, amd C that can create a setise of
dissatisfuction for ane or both sides, ultimately resulting ina
subpur project,

That is why Vancouver-hased firm VictorEric Design Group
adleres to some key principles in order to keep this dissatisfac-
tom at bay, One principle, however, stands out among all the
nthers, “My heliel is that trust is the most important thing in any
praject.” says Eric Lee, partner, “We strive =0 hard ta listen well
in tha beginning for that reason.™

This trust natorally merpes with ancther crucial facet of the
VictorEric philosophy: the firms tendency to not anly listen to
the client’s ifdess and visions but to hear them sowell thot the
design tesm can anticipats the needs of the project before the
client is even aware they exist. "1ts really about the translation of
the initial idea to our team and our team absorhing that, translai-
ing it onto paper and to the contractors.” Lee exploins At the end
of the day, the finished project is as much intact asthe clients

original vision.” kh
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LANG RESIDENCE

Lacation: Vanrouwer, BC “With the Lang Residence, we veiry much wanted to
Started: Sepiember 2008 incorporate natural light,” Lee says, “There are
Completed: [anuary 2000 skylights on the sides, towwards the back, in the

Size: 4,500 square fept
Style: Wext Cnaxt/modern
Accolades: E010 Cenrgle Gold
winner for Best Single Family

Detached Home amaster en suite, a freestanding tub, & theatre room

kitthen, in the living/dining area, and ruen down o
the basement.” Built for a family with two children,
the statuesque Lang Residence alsa boasts a ool
deck with an outdoor fireplace and impres sive vipws
of the city, as well as an indoor bar/studio flex room,

in the home's basement level, and bambeo and cedar
accants throughout.

Today, VictorEric has made a nume for
it=ef us n premiers firm in the custom-home
market thanks in large part to Lee's industry
Ionow-how and desl gn-savvy expertise.
Sell-taught hy the age of 18, Lee comes from
u family of huilders who helped him get his
feet wet in the industry 2arly on, Although
Lae eventually studied architecture, it was
mitkally Interior deslgn that appealed to him
ane kept him the husiest, us he allowed
single-family hames to becmme his main ares
of concentration. Today, that appeal still
rings true, as the fitm speclalizes in both resi-
dential architecture and interior design,
nmaong ather oreas, *Thats where the
challenge is for me,” Les says. *T like dealing
witli Farnilies: [ like sinall sapaces and
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‘On paper, we have the time

and luxury to spend a little
more time thinking further,
rather than just getting a
project out the door. That’s
why we’re custom, and that’s
why they come to us.”

—ERIC LEE, PARTNER
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[ 3 } everything involved. With larger buildings.

it's ahout 1) percent creative design, ond the
ratt is safety-code issnes. With homes. its
ke like 60 percent creative

There is o natural windfzll of creativity
when o business snccecrls and grows the way
VictorEric has groam. Founded in 1997, the
dasizn frm's residential l'l.'|.ll.'|:l:-::-|h.' has
earhed 17 awards and accolades to date.and
its stafl las douhled in size in just the past
veur alome, With projects that run the grmut
in terms of style. square fookage, and 1ot size,
Lee is confldent that VictorErics ootstand-
ing communication and interpretation skills
hove fosteraed positive word-nf-mouth
promation for the firm. *Tts all ahout a

feeling.” Lee says, “The key thing we always
ask nurselves is what is that feeling the
cliemt is trying to get®”

T date, one af the Arm's most i pressive
projects is the Alamein Hesidence, which is
loeated in the Arbutus neighboorhood of
West Vancouver. The client was seeking to
create a fealing af spacloushess cobined
with modern timelessness. sa VictorEric was
challenged with the task of finding unigue
ways b detine the 8,900 square feat of spoee,

“You can dream up a design. but to really
make it work—to decument it well with
sections and details so that the subtrades and
contractors can actually build it—isa
different story,” Lea explaing, Ultimately, the

clients trust in Lees high-guality drowings
anil degign -huild knowledge paid off; the
Almmein Residence bacame one of the firm's
first projects showeasing a modern, West
Coast style.

Projects like these help VictorEric
showease a strong design versatility and
reveal the frm's ability to design several types
of residences. Another impressive project—
the 2 g00-square-Foot Wills Residen ce—nep-
resents VictorEric’s copahility on a complete
Ty difference scale. Located in the Douglas
Park section of Vancouver, the praject adapts
2 Heritage Revival style, Once VictorEric
setthed inta the challenges of building on @

narrow lot, as well a= serving as a liaison on
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WILLS RESIDENCE

Locatiomn: Vancauwe: BC
Started; [uly 2008
Completed: Or ialer 2005
Sizw: 26500 square feet

Style: Heritage Revivale

French Craftsman

Rocolades: 2010 Georgle Award
Top 5 Finalist

“When designtng, ['m always Wohdering how ohe is

meperirncing this space.” Lee says. "With smaller
homes, it's imporiant to create efficlency ” The Wills
Residence, situated an a nartaw lot in Douglas Park.
anrighbiourhood of predominantly younger
professionals and thedr families, provided less space

1o work with than many of VictorEric's other clents.

With the help of innovative storage solutions, the
wills family is able to enjoy their new home-incdud-
ing an open living, dining. and kitthen arra=hetter
than they ever could in their previous condominium
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ALAMEIN RESIDENCE

Location: Vancouwer, AC
Started: December 2007
Completed: August 2005
Size: 3,900 square fept

Style: West Coast/modern
Accolades: 2010 Geargle Award
Top 5 Finalist in 3 rategories

“The owner was a repeat clisnt, so that srust really
helped us just go at it.” Lee says of the Alamein
Resldetice, ahie of VictorErle's Hist-ever homes ik
thre West Coast/modern style. “It's a very open
plan that's more about space than rooms, 50 we
helped define the space with differant levels-a
step up to the dining area, a step down for the
liwing room, and so on,” Fleating wood ceilings
and aunigue open-concept master bedroom,
which includes a jacuzziand Ecosmart fireplace,
mark other unique features
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pp multiple levels. Lee focused on the mechanics

iting an interior that met the client’s
@ and efficiency neads as organically as
passible. “In planming a home, ane of the key

things most con’l see on paper is How,” he says.

“Tt relates to the whole house, yvour dogr-to=dogr

activities—your lifestyle. That Aow is
sormething we're :rl.';ﬂ]j' gaad at creating.”
Indead, How becamse paramount when
VictorEric took on another standout project,
the Long Residence—n 4,500 -square-foost
home fara family of Four that weas complet-
edl on the west slde of Vancouver In January
200, Though its modern, West Coost style
miakes it somewhat similar to homes like the
Alamein Besidence, its Iocation alone—
perchaed on an elevation—and towering
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build sets it apart, Notable featunes include
severnl skylights that hring natural light ta
every leval and a show-stopping roof deck
that atferds multiple views of the city
bevond, To ensure that the roof deck
received the use unid attentian it deserved,
Lee outfittad itwith an outdoor fireplace
and third-floor laft. Additionally. the
stalreases in the residence hecame integral
to the home's success, os Lee used o
double-storey featoure wall ond obher
elements to provide what T calls an
“appealing lead ™ from one Hoor to the next.
These projects are just a lfew testaments La
the design firm™s capmhility: VictorEric has
dazens af eve-catching homes and renova-
Hams ta its fame throughoat the Vanooover

urea, As the firm neams its 15" anniversary, its
success hegets nsking, “What's mext?

“We've said we dowank toexpand. but our
measuremnent 5 not b sales volwme or in
company sige” Lee suvs, “Its mare shout the
prestige that oot projects bring=the extermal
prestige people give us—and the quality of
peaple that we braln and build. That's my
measure.”

Whether it grows externally or otherwise,
Lee knows he will never sacritice his firm’s
innovative project-managemant style to get
there, "On paper. we have the tme and
lusiry to spend alittle mone time thinking
Further, tather than jost getting a project ot
the door” he says. “That's why we're custam,
and that's why they come ta us”™ £nQ



